
Jonathan Whitaker:  
Career achievements 

 

1995 Collaborative exercise with USA colleagues at the FBI with a view to identifying 
the victims of the Waco disaster in Texas using DNA STR technology.  

 
1997-1998 Overseas consultancy at ESR, Mt Albert Science Centre, Auckland.  Development 

and trouble shooting of the DNA database for New Zealand and training and 
management of the DNA reporting group in the implementation of the SGM+ DNA 
profiling system into casework. This resulted in a reduced backlog of samples 
and realisation of increased database matches. 
Overseas consultancy for a new paternity DNA initiative in Kuwait facilitating a 
robust system of sample submission and revenue generation in a new market. 
 

1999 Lead in the research and development of the enhanced low template DNA 
profiling method of Low Copy Number (LCN) DNA profiling. This technique 
offered an increased scope in the range of evidence types available for forensic 
analysis and offered a greater potential to revisit archived casework materials 
with a view to increasing detection in ‘cold cases’.  Since its implementation into 
casework the method has impacted greatly on the approach to crime scene 
collection of exhibits and casework strategy whilst concurrently improving 
success rates from samples containing low amounts of DNA with an associated 
increase in crime detection. 

 
2001 Widely credited for the concept and first use of Familial Searching (FS) in the 

context of searching the National DNA database for potential relatives of an 
offender. This approach first led to the resolution of a linked series of historic 
murders and has since significantly contributed to the detection of crime in 
previously undetected cases. 

 
2006 Overseas consultancy (ESR Auckland). The project focussed on the training of 

staff in issues arising from the interpretation and reporting of Low Template DNA 
(LCN method) results allowing ESR to offer this service to their own police 
customers. 

 
2010             Successfully played a key role supporting colleagues at the Court of Appeal in  
                         relation to a challenge regarding the validation and reliability of LCN DNA   
                         profiling interpretation (R v Reed).  

 


